Marking snails with nail varnish as a field experimental technique.
The use of nail varnish to mark snails for release and recapture in aquatic habitats in the Gezira Irrigation Canals has been evaluated. The nail varnish withstood immersion in canal water and adhered to the snail shell. The recovery of marked snails from a backwater site in a slow moving canal was satisfactory and indicated the usefulness of the technique in predicting changing patterns of immigration and emigration of snails. The method may also indicate ecological changes which affect the stability and mobility of snail populations and yield data on growth rates and longevity.